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Roadside Signage and Itõs Importance 

to Charlotteõs Automobile Culture 
òRoadsideWonderó- Anypropertythatwasconstructedwith thepurposeof attractingmotorists

in theburgeoningpreor post-WorldWarII automobile-orientedcommercialera. Theseproperties

highlightan aspectof Americanculturethat soughtto caterto the demandof travelersin a

societythatcouldexperiencemobilizationon amassscale.

"Taking their inspirationlessfrom professionalarchitectsand more from the businessowners

who knew the valueof catchingthe attentionof someonein a moving car, thesestructures

combinewhimsy,practicality,and visualappeal". ðJim Heimann,CaliforniaCrazyandBeyond:

RoadsideVernacularArchitecture



Advertising in the form of  

signs and roadside 

architecture followed major 

thoroughfares:

ÁNorth Tryon

ÁSouth Boulevard 

ÁCentral Avenue

ÁIndependence Boulevard

ÁWilkinson Boulevard

ÁProvidence Road



Andersons Restaurant (1946)
1617 Elizabeth Avenue

ÁOriginally opened by Jimmy, Bill, and 

Pete Anderson, still family-owned.  

ÁNo longer operating as a full-service 

restaurant. 

ÁAndersons sign was built by the Perry 

Sign Company and can still be seen on 

the side of the building along 

Hawthorne Lane.
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Athens Restaurant
Sign currently in storage

Original location: 101 East Independence 

Boulevard

ÁLarge neon sign attracted people to 

round-the-clock authentic Greek 

dining.  

ÁOnce called ñJerryôs Drive-In 

Restaurantò, the original sign 

featured a man in a chef hat holding 

a plate above his head. 

ÁRestaurant closed in 2009 and was 

demolished. Sign is currently in 

storage. 
1955 photo of Independence Boulevard
Source: Charlotte Then and Now


